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This time we went north to the pastoral Dalit al-Carmel, in order to visit the home showroom
of the boutique importer, Vivaldi Audio owned by Shimon Bozaglo. During the visit we sat
down to talk with Shimon and were impressed by the intriguing brand he represents,
ThivanLabs
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About Vivaldi Audio

On Friday morning we got on road 6 north and headed towards the settlement Dalit al-
Karmel. With everything that is happening in the country, as we got closer to the area, we
were enveloped by the green and the quiet, a kind of such a feeling of peace and beauty
amidst all the chaos and lack of clarity that have been accompanying us recently.

On the corner of a quiet and charming street is Shimon Bozaglo's house and from there he
runs his business, Vivaldi Audio. On the first floor is the living room, which includes a long
rectangular area, which allows Shimon to place two demonstration systems, one at each
end of the space.
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The premium system of ThivanLabs

Visiting a boutique importer is a completely different experience than visiting an audio store.
It's a deeper experience, you get to hear one system, maximum two, but those systems are
placed carefully and in a way more similar to the home experience. The downside is of
course a more limited selection. This is not the place to experiment with many combinations
and compare, but to experience a system in a personal and intimate way.

Vivaldi Audio was founded by Shimon in 2020 under the auspices of the Corona epidemic.
At the beginning there was a collaboration with Maestro Audio, but later Shimon decided
that it would be better for him to turn to an independent path and look for an exclusive brand,
which would fit his philosophy in audio. After a short tour of his living room, during which
Shimon spoke passionately about the equipment on display, we sat down to hear the story
of the man behind Vivaldi Audio.



An interview with Shimon Bozaglo

Shimon is a man of culture, he is a poet and a theater person by profession, in addition he
Is a translator of ancient literature from Greece and Rome and a former lecturer at several
higher education institutions. In addition, Shimon is also an amateur musician, who testifies
to himself that he plays every day.

The audiophile bug caught Shimon about 30 years ago.

"In the late 1980s | lived in Canada and there | purchased Sony headphones costing $140,
which was a very high amount in those years. | remember these headphones as the first
audio product that taught me the importance of sound quality, and that it enhances the
listening experience and increases the enjoyment of music.’

Shimon continues to tell: "In the early 1990s | returned to Israel with a modest system that |
brought with me and | was looking for records. It was the best time to buy records because
people were switching to CDs and just getting rid of their record collections. | posted a notice
in the newspaper, of course there was no internet then, someone called me and said he had
records for me. When | entered his house, | heard something from the right, | remember it
to this day. | looked and there was a system there that | had never seen in my life, these
were Quad 57 speakers with Quad 405 monoblocks. It was the first time | had heard a
system at that level, and | realized that you could get more."

From this point, Shimon's interest in the field of audio quickly struck him, he experimented
with various equipment and also understood the importance of issues such as handling
electricity. Shimon's main areas of interest were tube amplification, horn speakers and also
electrostatic speakers. In these audio products he found his sound signature. Over the years,
Shimon also reached prestigious end systems.

After decades in the audiophile scene, the Corona period brought many changes and new
opportunities, so in 2020, Shimon decided to establish Vivaldi Audio.

The system from Mavis



We asked Shimon to share with us the things he has learned over the
past few years.

"What | did initially was to try to imitate the terrain, what the others were doing, which of
course turned out to be a mistake. Since this is a small business driven by love, | realized
that it must be run with love, that is, in my personal way. What interests me is first of all the
tone of the sound, | wanted to sell the sound that | connect with the most and hopefully it will
also suit my customers. The second thing that guided me was not to fall into the trap of
exorbitant prices. | understand the marketing reasons for the high prices, but it is not reality.
These are the things that guided me in my search for the right brand for me and that's how
| actually ended up at ThivanLabs.'

"l went around a lot of shops and exhibitions around Europe. During one of my visits | came
to a showroom of a large importer in Germany, where there is a whole floor of extremely
diverse equipment. There | came across the ThivanLabs system, sat and listened and really
liked what | was hearing. After listening, | almost gave up on asking about the price, as | was
sure that it was very expensive equipment, which is not what | was looking for. Still, | asked
in the end and was shocked by the price. That's why when | came to the decision that |
wanted to import my own brand, | remembered this experience and contacted the company.’

About the ThivanLabs company and the Mavis brand

When we asked Shimon to tell us about ThivanLabs, it was impossible not to see the level
of sincere enthusiasm in his eyes. Of course, this is a business owner, who wants to promote
the brand he imports, but | think that for Shimon this does not contradict his inner audiophile,
who shares his opinion with us.

First Shimon told us about what he discovered about the Viethamese culture, it turns out
that this is a people who really like music and sound. The love is expressed in many HiFi
cafes scattered in the country, in addition, since it is a poor country, there is a developed
culture of "do it yourself" audio, what is known as DIY. Shimon told us that there is a whole
scene of DIY competitions in Vietham, and the company's chief engineer won several such
competitions, before he decided to turn to a professional path.




The ThivanLabs company's path began in the early 2000s, although the brand name was
officially launched only in 2010. The company manufactures complete audio systems,
including speakers, amplifiers, converters and music servers. Each of the company's
products has an original approach and a clear line. In the field of speakers, the company
offers a variety of configurations including open baffle, 2-way and 3-way speakers. Despite
the diversity, there are still common lines, expressed mainly in the use of large woofer units
and horn tweeters. Regarding the amplification, the company has a central line that they
believe in and it is Class A - Single Ended lamp amplifiers with strong power supplies,
manual point to point connections and zero feedback.

The prominent figures of the company are: Mr. Nguyen Hoang Thi, the founder and chief
engineer, Mrs. Joe Nguyen, the CEO, in charge of marketing and sales and Nguyen Hoang
Thi's wife, and Mr. Nguyen Anh Van, the chief engineer, in charge of the transformer field.
Mrs. Joe Nguyen has advanced degrees in the field of industrial management and while
studying in England, she traveled all over Europe to learn about sound reproduction. She is
also the one who created the company's hame and logo. Mr.Thi and Mr.Van were two close
friends meeting during school, and kept in touch. Mr. Nguyen Anh Van went on to a career
in the aviation industry, before being called by his friend to join him.

Shimon told us about the company's zeal in trying to reproduce the sound of live music, they
host artists who play for them and also visit the various music halls around the world, with
the goal of always learning and improving. In addition to the home market, the company also
has a line of products for the professional market including recording equipment, so they are
involved in the sound process from the moment of recording to the reproduction of the sound
in the speakers.

Alongside the ThivanLabs brand, the company also has another brand called Mavis. While
ThivanLabs products, especially in the field of amplification, appeal to a very specific
audience, Mavis products appeal to a wider audience and also offer more accessible prices.
Mavis amplifiers are in the popular configuration of hybrid amplifiers, that is, a tube



preamplifier and a transistorized power amplifier. In addition, there are several models of
converters, music servers and speakers, which go well with the amplification products.

One last feature | must mention regarding the company's products in both of their brands, is
the thinking outside the box and the courage to do things differently. | will mention one
example: the flagship amplifier of the Mavis brand is the M-100. This is an amplifier that
comes in two boxes, which immediately makes you think that it is a preamplifier and a stereo
power amplifier. Instead, ThivanLabs engineers have created a pair of monoblock amplifiers
here, each of which has a separate power connection and in one of the boxes there will also
be the stereophonic preamplifier circuit. This is definitely a particularly original thought that
favors the separation between the channels in the power-boosting phase over the separation
between the preamplifier and the power-amplification part.
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Summary

One of the fun aspects of the audio field is meeting people who share a love for music and
sound. We had the pleasure and honor to meet Shimon Bozaglo, the owner of Vivaldi Audio.
We discovered an honest person, a fascinating conversationalist, who speaks at eye level
and has a real passion for music and sound. The more | think about it, the brand of
ThivanLabs, which he chose to import, is the embodiment of the same qualities of "at eye
level" and the sincere love for music.

In the second part of our visit we sat down to listen to the senior system from ThivanLabs,
and we will share our impressions in a separate article.

The images of ThivanLabs and Mavis systems were taken by AV Reviews in the
showroom of Vivaldi Audio, authorized distributor of ThivanLabs and Mavis in Israel.



